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“

New tax incentives can increase 
your giving power in 2020 - just 
when Broward needs it the most!

Learn more at: 
cfbroward.link/CARES-Act-Incentives

The CARES Act
can help boost
your philanthropy!

 If you want to help Broward face the coronavirus, tax incentives in the new CARES Act make this 
the perfect time to do it. The new law makes it possible for your cash gifts to public charities in 
2020 to be tax deductible up to 100 percent of adjusted gross income. 

That means your gifts could enable you to pay no federal income tax for 2020. And that’s just one 
of the coronavirus relief law’s many new tax incentives.

The Community Foundation of Broward offers several types of charitable Funds that 
are eligible for the new law’s tax incentives.

By giving through the Community Foundation, you’ll have peace of mind knowing that your 
support goes where it’s needed the most to tackle Broward’s Issues That Matter.

• 473 charitable Funds
• $212 million in assets
• 35 years of experience
• $119 million in community grants
• Ranked in top 100 community foundations

“What can I do? How can I help?”

910 East Las Olas Boulevard  |  Suite 200  |  Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301
t 954.761.9503 
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Let us put a sign on your property!

Your Satisfaction is our Priority!

GONE

www.coastalpreferred.com

Maggie King

954-614-4599
Charlie King

954-465-3050Buying, selling or renting a property?
Give us a call.

We specialize in Victoria Park and can help you with all your Real Estate needs.

1515 East Broward Blvd #305
For Rent $1,900 month

340 Sunset Drive #1508
For Sale $425,000

924 SE 2nd Street #1
For Rent $1,400 month

732 NE 7th Avenue
Rented $3,500 month

809 North Victoria Park Road
For Rent $2,950 month

4604 Bayberry Lane
Sold $443,450

1705 NE 1st Street
For Rent $5,000 month

1228 NE 17th Avenue
Sold $400,000

413 SW 11th Street
For Sale $420,000

UNDER CONTRACT

610 NE 17th Way
For Sale $1,195,000

1225 NE 4th Street
For Sale $569,900

151 NE 16th Avenue #134
Rented $1,500 month

520 SE 5th Avenue #1507
For Rent $1,650 month

600 Victoria Terrace
For Sale $1,180,000

416 NE 13th Avenue
Rented $3,350 month

GONE

634 NE 16th Avenue
Rented $3,200 month

SOLD
GONE

GONE

GONE

SOLD

UNDER CONTRACT
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1600 South Andrews Avenue, Fort Lauderdale

Broward Health invites you to schedule  
your mammogram. Call 954.759.7500.

Funds are available through the Broward Health Foundation and  
its partnership with Glam-a-Thon and the Florida Breast Cancer  
Resource Network. Call 954.355.5420 to see if you qualify.

 “I Have a New 
Appreciation  
for Life.”
-Rosemarie  
  Breast Cancer Survivor 
  Read Rosemarie’s full story at  
  BrowardHealth.org/Patient-Stories

Follow us:

Being Healthy Starts Here.

EARLY DETECTION  
CAN SAVE YOUR LIFE
Rose discovered a lump in her breast during a 
self-exam. The simple act saved her life. Three 
years later, Rose, a nurse, is a proud and grateful 
breast cancer survivor and an advocate for 
annual exams and early detection. 

Broward Health Medical Center offers advanced 
breast screening technology including digital 
mammography, sensory suites, contrast-
enhanced mammography and Tomosynthesis. 
Performing breast self-exams and scheduling  
an annual mammogram can increase your  
chances of surviving breast cancer.

 

M5829_BHMC_Rosemarie-testim_VictoriaParkTimes_8.375x10.875.indd   1 9/24/20   3:48 PM





You’re Invited!
Join Us At Our Upcoming VPCA General Meetings 

December 2nd at 7-8pm ET
Visit VPCA.org TO REGISTER FOR THE DECEMBER MEETING

We will be holding the monthly general meetings via  
Zoom until further notice. Check Facebook for details or  

sign up for email updates to vpnews@vpca.org.

The Victoria Park Civic Association 
newsletter is the official publication of the 
Victoria Park Civic Association providing 

our local homeowners, residents, businesses 
and professionals in the Victoria Park area 

with relevant local news, civic updates 
and events information specifically and 

exclusively focused on our own area. 
Written and produced by the Victoria Park 
Civic Association, it is published quarterly 

and mailed directly to residential and 
business addresses in our area. Additional 
free distribution is provided via the Victoria 

Park Civic Association member network, 
advertisers and special events.  

VICTORIA PARK CIVIC ASSOCIATION 
PO Box 4472 

Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33338 

Please note: The views and opinions stated 
in this newsletter are solely those of the 

authors and do not necessarily represent 
the views of the Board or the members of 

the Victoria Park Civic Association 

Editorial & Photo Contributors 
Steven Glassman, Jason R. Hughes, 

Rebecca Kendig-Rohrbach,  
Catherine Maus, Steffi Paskow,  

Richard Van Berkel and Scott Wyman 

Published on behalf of  
The Victoria Park Civic Association by 

S.MARK Graphics, Inc 
500 NE 9th Ave, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301

Tel: 954.523.1980
www.smark.com 

Publisher
Mark Budwig  

publisher@smark.com 

Creative Director
Nick Scalzo

nick@smark.com 

Copyright 2020, S.MARK Graphics, Inc., Publisher, and The Victoria Pork Civic 
Association. All rights reserved. This publication may not be reproduced in whole 
or in port, regardless of technology used, without express written consent from 
publisher. The Victoria Park Civic Association and publisher reserve the right to 
reject any editorial submissions, advertising or copy either moy deem to be 
unacceptable or inappropriate for ony reason at their sole discretion. Every effort 
has been mode to ensure the accuracy and timeliness of this publication and no 
liability can be attached to or be accepted by the publisher or The Victoria Park Civic 
Association for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies.
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ESPECIALLY WHEN THEY ARE FATHER AND SON.  In 1954, legendary golf course architect Robert Trent 

Jones, Sr. designed Coral Ridge Country Club as his home course and Fort Lauderdale’s crown jewel of golf. 

In a career that spanned nearly 70 years, and over 400 golf courses, Jones’ designs became some of the most 

revered in the world. Coral Ridge Country Club is a landmark and an enduring example of his classic style.

For over 40 years, his son Rees has continued the tradition, designing and redesigning over 240 world-class 

golf courses, including renovating many of his father’s. Rees earned the moniker "The Open Doctor" for his 

redesign of courses in preparation for major championships.

It’s only befitting now, 66 years after the original debut, Rees is personally renovating his family’s home course. 

No one is better suited to restore his father’s vision, while modernizing the course as an even brighter gem in 

the heart of  Fort Lauderdale.

•   P E A C H  T R E E  G O L F  C L U B   •   S P Y G L A S S  H I L L  G O L F  C L U B   •   H A Z E L T I N E  N A T I O N A L  G O L F  C L U B   •
V

A
L

D
E

R
R

A
M

A
 

G
O

L
F

 
C

L
U

B
 

 
•

 
 

T
O

R
R

E
Y

 
P

I
N

E
S

 
-

 
S

O
U

T
H

 
C

O
U

R
S

E
 

 
•

 
 

A
T

L
A

N
T

A
 

A
T

H
L

E
T

I
C

 
C

L
U

B
 

 
•

 
 

C
O

N
G

R
E

S
S

I
O

N
A

L
 

C
O

U
N

T
R

Y
 

C
L

U
B



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Victoria Park Civic Association

Not to sound cliché, but 2020 sure flew by, and it’s hard to believe this 

is our last issue for the year. It’s been such an exciting year for VPCA, 

and nothing stopped us from staying in step and moving forward.

As a new president back in February, I was thankful that the volunteers 

who have worked for many years in their chair roles were willing to 

wait until I could find their replacements. It didn’t take long, and I 

was lucky enough to find extraordinary people dedicated and lovely to work with on 

our common goals. The positions filled included membership, communications, traffic, 

aesthetics, events, and a new Treasurer and Secretary (also our Communications Chair). 

Once COVID-19 was upon us, we needed to pivot for sure, and that meant starting 

with continuing our monthly meetings, which we turned to Zoom for virtual meetings. 

Each month we saw an increase in membership attendance and had many excellent 

speakers, including our city officials, developers, community court, and more!

I’m happy to report that we have not kept our eye off the ball regarding developments 

in and around our neighborhood. We will continue focused on making sure that we are 

involved in every step of the way as Searstown becomes a reality along with the YMCA 

and the bond for Holiday Park. I also urge those who have not gotten involved to please 

contact me because we have a big year ahead, and we could afford more volunteers 

even for as little as one hour a month.

I’m excited that the moment we learned that we could carefully gather outside with 

social distancing and masks because we went right to work putting a bike tour together 

and a fun Halloween parade with police escorts, a fire truck, and decorated cars. As 

I write this letter, we are a week away from the Halloween Parade, and I’m looking 

forward to finding out who wins the prize for the best costume. I will enjoy joining the 

parade of cars as we toss candy along the way. It should be a blast!

In our January issue, I will highlight all of the positive changes we have made in 2020 and 

the goals we will set for 2021. Please continue to join us each month for our meeting; it’s 

informative and rich with presentations to keep you in the know. 

In closing, I also want to thank Mayor Dean Trantalis and Vice Mayor Steven Glassman 

for making the time to participate in our meetings and continue to keep us updated on 

what’s happening in our neighborhood and the city.

Steffi Paskow
President

Victoria Park Civic Association

OFFICERS

President Steffi Paskow 
president@vpca.org

Vice President Catherine Maus 
vicepresident@vpca.org

Secretary Rebecca Kendig-
Rohrbach 

secretary@vpca.org

Treasurer Roya Baxter 
treasurer@vpca.org

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Aesthetics 
Nick Caporella, Jr. 

aesthetics@vpca.org

Children 
Nicollette Hagey 

children@vpca.org

Communications 
Rebecca Kendig-Rohrbach 

vpnews@vpca.org

Crime Watch 
Seeking volunteer 

crimewatch@vpca.org

Events 
Ann Vento 

events@vpca.org

Membership 
Kip Reynolds 

members@vpca.org

Planning & Zoning 
Catherine Maus 

planning@vpca.org

Recycling 
Don Gillin 

recycling@vpca.org

Social 
Maria Benitez 

social@vpca.org

Traffic 
Richard Van Berkel 
traffic@vpca.org

Utilities 
Sandy Leiper 

utilities@vpca.org

Welcome 
Seeking volunteer 

welcome@vpca.org

Liaison to Fort Lauderdale  
Council of Civic Associations 

Daniel O’Connor 
CFLCA@vpca.org

COORDINATOR

Meetings 
Rebecca Kendig-Rohrbach
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Give the Gift of Membership This Holiday Season!
Make a difference in YOUR neighborhood through VICTORIA PARK CIVIC ASSOCIATION membership 

Victoria Park is a diverse collection of residents who enjoy a special place in our rapidly growing city. We all 
desire and deserve a safe, clean, and well-maintained community in which to live and raise our families. 

The Victoria Park Civic Association is dedicated to giving you a voice to make that happen. 

Make your voice heard on vital issues concerning YOUR neighborhood 
• Neighborhood Safety, Crime and Traffic    • School Zoning • Planning and Development 

• Recreational Amenities    • Code Violations and Zoning    • Enhancement of Neighborhood Parks 

Help strengthen and support YOUR neighborhood 
• Your membership helps maintain the beauty of our neighborhood parks and entranceways 

• Your membership supports popular neighborhood events throughout the year. 
• Shop local using your VPCA Member Card and receive special discounts from over 50 businesses. 

Membership Levels:
Individual: $25 (Age 62+ $20) • Family: $35 (Age 62+$30) • Business: $35

Additional contributions to the Green Space Maintenance Fund and/or the Capital Improvement Fund 
to help defray ongoing neighborhood improvements are greatly appreciated.

To JOIN or learn more, visit us online at:
w w w.vpca.org/membership

VICTORIA PARK
C IV I C  A S S O C I AT I O N
VICTORIA PARK
C IV I C  A S S O C I AT I O N

https://vpca.org/membership/
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MAYOR’S MESSAGE

Normally, we would have gathered in person by now so I could deliver a 
State of the City message and tell you about all the great things that the city 
accomplished over the past year. 

Unfortunately, world events intervened. The COVID-19 pandemic struck and our 
lives have been indelibly changed. Addressing this deadly and contagious virus 
has been our top priority. We put the health of our residents first and led the way 
with responsible and reasonable measures to control the spread while allowing 
businesses and services to reopen.

COVID-19 has had a devastating effect on our economy. Fort Lauderdale has 
been leading on how to address this as well. We’ve distributed food to those in 
need, redoubled our efforts to help the homeless, and started a relief program to 
assist with mortgages, rent and utility bills.

Economic growth is more important than ever now. This past year, we promoted 
increased international investment, started a high-tech incubator and helped 
spearhead new business development and diversification. 

This truly has been a can-do commission. 

Particular progress has been made regarding our city infrastructure. Under a very 
aggressive schedule set by this commission, there are more than 150 projects 
underway to bring our water and sewer systems up to date. 

Plans are underway to build a bigger and better water treatment plant. To ensure 
a sufficient water supply well into the future, we’ve purchased options to tap a 
reservoir being built in Palm Beach County. 

I’m also pleased to report that the state of the city finances is healthy.

Despite the challenges presented by COVID-19, we’ve maintained the same low 
property tax rate for 14 consecutive years. 

Our credit rating is very strong. Wall Street recently boosted it to the highest possible, 
AAA. And, we ended the long-standing practice of raiding utility reserves to balance 
the budget. That money now is being spent on improving our infrastructure. 

This city is taking its commitment to the environment seriously. 

We have fast-tracked work to clean up George English Lake and the Tarpon River 
and address the sewage spills caused by recent pipe breaks. We are talking 
to experts about other steps to clean our waterways including an innovative 
approach of skimming pollutants from water surfaces. We plan to start weekly 
testing of waterway cleanliness this fiscal year.

As a coastal community, Fort Lauderdale has felt the impact of climate change. 
Addressing the frequent flooding is a key priority. Construction is commencing to 
better protect low-lying neighborhoods. And, we are building new seawalls.

Public safety is always the paramount responsibility of local government.

Our crime rate per capita is the lowest it’s been since 1972. We’re taking steps to 
ensure this trend continues. We’ve employed new technology so we can respond 
faster when a gun is fired in our community and locate its source.

We will soon start construction of the new police station that voters approved. 
Planning is moving forward for an EMS substation south of downtown and a new 
fire station on Sunrise Boulevard. 

The death of George Floyd in Minneapolis shocked the world. 

Dean Trantalis
Mayor, 

City of Fort Lauderdale

 
Dean J. Trantalis

Mayor
dtrantalis@fortlauderdale.gov

City Hall, 8th Floor
100 N Andrews Ave

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33311

Office Contact:
Scott Wyman

Chief of Staff to the Mayor
954-828-5314

swyman@fortlauderdale.gov

mailto:dtrantalis@fortlauderdale.gov
mailto:swyman@fortlauderdale.gov
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We must address the difficult issues surrounding race and law enforcement. This City Commission takes the matter 
seriously. We are proud of the men and women who work hard each day to keep our community safe, but that 
doesn’t mean we cannot do better.

The city manager is bringing new leadership to the Police Department. The Citizen Police Review Board is 
spearheading a discussion of reform to ensure everyone is treated fairly and equally and with full transparency. 

Our body camera program became fully operational this past year. Critical policies are now being updated, 
such as a duty for an officer to intervene if they see a colleague behaving badly.

We have other priorities as well. This past year has brought major strides in improving the quality of life in Fort Lauderdale. 

Our arrangement with David Beckham’s major league soccer team has reshaped the Lockhart site. A 
magnificent sports stadium was constructed in record time. It will be part of a larger redevelopment of athletics 
fields and a regional park that the team is also paying for. 

We’ve opened the new Oceanside Park, and construction has started on the rehabilitation of the aquatics center.

The renovation of the historic Parker Playhouse will be completed soon, and work on the Tunnel Top Park on Las 
Olas is set to begin. That was a key component of the $200 million bond initiative that voters passed to improve 
our public parks.

The city’s arrangement with the Florida Panthers hockey team is moving forward to renovate War Memorial 
Auditorium. The Panthers are making a multimillion-dollar investment to add rinks for ice skating and hockey and 
to restore the existing interior for concerts and family-friendly programming. 

Fort Lauderdale has also been tackling the issues of affordable housing and homelessness. 

Major new affordable housing developments have opened or nearing completion. 

The city has started a food-sharing program with groups interested in feeding the homeless. We stepped up to 
find temporary housing for homeless during the COVID-19 pandemic. Our community court program marked a 
successful first year in diverting homeless charged with minor offenses away from jail and to needed assistance.

The city also has made strides in addressing traffic and congestion. 

Planning is underway for a rapid-transit loop downtown. The county has agreed to build a bypass road through 
the port to relieve traffic on SE 17th Street. 

We are working with Broward County on a project to install an adaptive traffic signal control system on Broward 
Boulevard. And, we’ve been working with the state on finding ways to ease congestion on Sunrise Boulevard. 

Despite the setbacks dealt by COVID, Fort Lauderdale is a city on the move. We have so much to be proud of — great 
neighborhoods, the distinction as a world renown tourist destination, our beautiful beaches and waterways, our thriving 
marine industry and our incredible nightlife. We accomplished a lot over the past year, and more progress lies ahead.

Fresh, Classic Italian Dishes | MADE-TO-ORDER

954-289-3685
656 N. Federal Highway | Fort Lauderdale

www.AnthonysPronto.com



PROTECTING OUR WATERWAYS  
NOW AND FOR THE FUTURE

The City of Fort Lauderdale has taken aggressive action to address and reduce 
both point and nonpoint source discharges. The Waterworks 2011 Program 
eliminated septic systems in the City, especially near waterways. Pumpout 
stations were installed at all City marinas to provide convenient sewage disposal 
facilities for the boating community. The City Commission recently passed an 
ordinance prohibiting the application of fertilizers during the rainy season (June 1 
to September 30) to reduce nutrient loading and prevent algal blooms.

Looking forward, the City recently entered into a contract to install 57 new 
pollution control baffles. We are also proactively replacing swales in six 
neighborhoods to improve the quality of stormwater runoff. As the City 
implements the Stormwater Master 
Plan, we will install 11 water quality 
structures to treat urban runoff. 
Additionally, I advocated for 
independent water quality testing 
during the budget process, which will 
establish weekly water quality testing 
for fecal indicator bacteria within key 
recreational areas and post results 
online for all to see.

You can read the full Walter Quality 
Newsletter Update by visiting  
https://bit.ly/3774RK8. 

Parks Bond Update
On May 5, 2020, the City Commission approved the contract awarding AECOM 
as our Program Manager for implementing the Parks Bond initiative. The Parks 
and Recreation Department continues to work with the Parks Bond Program 
Manager, Joe Webb, and his team at AECOM. Here is an overview of the project 
schedule for the City of Fort Lauderdale Parks GO Bond projects. The summary 
schedule has been developed to guide the workflow of GO Bond program and 
set reasonable expectations for the delivery of projects. Below is a summary of key 
aspects of the schedule: 

• A five-year program planned in four phases

• Approximately 20-25 projects per phase

• A burn rate of $40M - $50M per year during construction

• Begin virtual public engagement in late January 2021

• Complete virtual public engagement in April 2021

• Begin site planning (survey, environmental, etc.) now on Signature projects

• Two design teams working in tandem

• Complete program by October 2025

Joe Webb and the AECOM team have already started working and are grateful 
for the opportunity to be working with the City of Fort Lauderdale on this amazing 
park improvement program. If you’d like to contact our Director of Parks and 
Recreation, Phil Thornburg, about upcoming Parks Bond projects, you can contact 
him by email at PThornburg@fortlauderdale.gov or by phone at 954-828-5349.

Steven Glassman
City Commissioner 

District II

 
City Hall, 8th Floor

100 N. Andrews Ave.
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301

Phone: 954.828.5003/5004
SGlassman@fortlauderdale.gov
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Investment products are not federally or FDIC-insured, are not deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed by any financial institution, and involve 
investment risks including possible loss of principal and fluctuation in value.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC. 
© 2020 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

Tracy Mandart, AWMA® 
Isabelle Grard, AWMA®, CRPC® 
Financial Advisors

Mandart & Grard Financial Group
A financial advisory practice  
of Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC.

954.322.2411 
401 E Las Olas Blvd - Suite 1400 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301 
MandartGrard@ampf.com  
ameripriseadvisors.com/isabelle.grard/ 
financial-advice-team 
CA Insurance #OF36225 

Keeping your plans on track  
when times aren’t.
Now more than ever, you need sound advice and strong support to help keep your financial life on track. Ameriprise 
has been working alongside clients to do just that for over 125 years. We’re here to guide you with developing 
market updates, investment recommendations and personalized advice to help keep you focused on what matters 
most to you. Call us today to discuss your goals.

Asian American
Comfort Food
Open for Lunch and Dinner

DAILY | 11 A.M. - 9 P.M.

Your local neighborhood
dumpling and noodle bar.

Takeout • Delivery • Patio Dining

The Best Chinese Food
in Fort Lauderdalein Fort Lauderdale

Open for Lunch and Dinner
MON . WED . THURS | 11:30 A.M. - 9 P.M.

TUES | CLOSED
FRI - SAT | 11:30 A.M. - 9 P.M.

SUN | 5 P.M. – 9 P.M.

Lunch • Dinner • Takeout • Delivery
Catering • Full Barg

664 NORTH FEDERAL HIGHWAY
FORT LAUDERDALE 33304

954-527-0228
ChristinaWans.com

416 NORTH FEDERAL HIGHWAY
FORT LAUDERDALE 33301

754-701-0976
TempleStreetEatery.com
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DEVELOPMENT UPDATE By Catherine Maus, Planning/
Zoning Chair for VPCA 

Planning and Zoning Wrap-Up
333 NE 7th Avenue
Despite this project’s opposition by the VPCA it was 
approved by the City Commission. Commissioner 
Glassman’s motion to call the project up for a public 
hearing failed for lack of a second. A raised crosswalk 
at NE 7th and NE 4 Street was added by the developer 
at VPCA’s request. We do not know anything right now 
about a construction timetable.

1770 E. Sunrise Boulevard
This project is also moving through the approval 
process. Again, at VPCA’s request, directional curbing 
will direct traffic exiting the project onto Victoria 
Park Road towards Sunrise Boulevard and not into 
the neighborhood. The directional curbing will also 
make it difficult to enter the project from VP Road and 
encourage traffic to enter from Sunrise Boulevard.

Sidewalks
For many years, the VPCA has encouraged sidewalks 
during new construction and renovations. Conflicting 
language in the City’s code has resulted in uneven 
application of the ordinances, and a patchwork of 
sidewalks in the neighborhood. The VPCA planning 
committee met with staff and was advised that the city 
will pursue changes that will prioritize sidewalks in VP.

Downtown Master Plan
The DMP, first drafted in 2003, is being updated and 
codified. The development patterns envisioned in 2003 
have not all come to fruition. As part of that review process, 
VPCA sought changes in the Plan that currently allow 13.5 

story buildings on a section of NE 7 Avenue. The City PZ 
Board recently recommended that the City Commission 
pass the version of the Plan that limited height on NE 7 
Avenue to 6 stories. A developer wishing to build up to 12 
stories could seek that approval through a public hearing 
where the neighborhood could provide input. VPCA 
membership voted to seek this change with the City.

Searstown
This very large project requires approvals from several 
layers of government. We have had several presentations 
by the applicants and will have more so if you are 
interested in updates please attend VPCA meetings, read 
the newsletter, and make sure you are on the email list.

Please shoot me an email at Planning@vpca.org if 
you are interested in these issues and want to join the 
planning committee.

“We Need You!”
Seeking volunteers to give one hour a month:

Planning/Zoning Committee 
assist with development plan considerations 

Communications Committee 
assist with website and newsletter content

Crime Chair 
lead collaboration efforts with local police force to 

minimize criminal activity within Victoria Park 

Aesthetics Committee, Entryway Ambassadors 
monitor a particular entryway into Victoria Park for 

maintenance and repair

Email President@vpca.org for more information! 

mailto:Planning%40vpca.org?subject=
mailto:President@vpca.org
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PERSONALIZED ADMISSIONS EXPERIENCE
CONTACT US AT 954.563.1241
Saintmarks.com @ 1750 E. Oakland Park Blvd. Fort Lauderdale

Each Child. Each Day.
PK1 – 8th Grade

Today’s children are tomorrow’s

LEADERS
Developing innovation, confidence,

& collaboration for tomorrow

Burke Contracting LLC is led by over 10 years of construction experience and specializes in a wide array of residential and 
commercial construction projects while providing a high quality of work, professionalism and attention to detail. 

At Burke Contracting we not only build quality projects - we build lasting relationships.
Call for a Free Estimate at 954.650.0237 or visit www.burkecontractingllc.com

Burke Contracting LLC is led by over 10 years of construction experience and specializes in a wide array of residential and 
commercial construction projects while providing a high quality of work, professionalism and attention to detail. 

At Burke Contracting we not only build quality projects - we build lasting relationships.
Call for a Free Estimate at 954.650.0237 or visit www.burkecontractingllc.com

Burke Contracting LLC is led by over 10 years of construction experience and specializes in a wide array of residential and 
commercial construction projects while providing a high quality of work, professionalism and attention to detail. 

At Burke Contracting we not only build quality projects - we build lasting relationships.
Call for a Free Estimate at 954.650.0237 or visit www.burkecontractingllc.com



TIMSINGER.COM
COLDWELL BANKER

REALTY

© 2020 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

A Leading Fort Lauderdale Luxury Broker Since 1987     T  954.463.1373  |  C  954.292.8900  |  tim@timsinger.com   

TO OUR VICTORIA PARK NEIGHBORS:

FROM THE TIM SINGER SOUTH FLORIDA TEAM

Wishing you
a safe and happy 
holiday season
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FROM THE TIM SINGER SOUTH FLORIDA TEAM
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a safe and happy 
holiday season



VICTORIA PARK CIVIC ASSOCIATIONVICTORIA PARK CIVIC ASSOCIATION

HALLOWEEN PARADEHALLOWEEN PARADE
SPONSORED BYSPONSORED BY

VICE MAYOR - DISTRICT 2
CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE
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PROFESSIONAL DRY CLEANERS

Hours:
Monday-Friday   7:00am-7:00pm
Saturday   8:00am-3:00pm

Shoppes at Victoria Park
668 N. Federal Hwy.
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304
954-462-6677

Shoppes at Victoria Park
668 N. Federal Hwy.
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304
954-462-6677

Dry Cleaning • Laundered Shirts
Expert Alterations • Leather & Suede
Comforters • Linens

Visit our Website for
Pricing and Garment Care

www.JadeOceanCleaners.comwww.JadeOceanCleaners.com

Give your home the 
protection it deserves.

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

Your home is where you make some of your best memories, and that’s worth protecting.  
I’m here to help. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708136

Steve Botkin Ins Agcy Inc
Steve Botkin, Agent

3038 N Federal Highway
Ft Lauderdale, FL  33306

Bus: 954-537-3333
www.SteveBotkin.net

Give your home the 
protection it deserves.

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

Your home is where you make some of your best memories, and that’s worth protecting.  
I’m here to help. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708136

Steve Botkin Ins Agcy Inc
Steve Botkin, Agent

3038 N Federal Highway
Ft Lauderdale, FL  33306

Bus: 954-537-3333
www.SteveBotkin.net

Your Pet Spa & Wellness Center 
929 N. Federal Hwy., Fort Lauderdale 33304 
Ph: (954) 5256988 | www.sunsetpetgrooming.com 

 
Victoria Park New Customer Specials!

$89.00 DOG Vaccine Special!  
& 10% off Grooming! 

1‐yr. Rabies, DAPP/Lepto, Bord, 
Fecal, Heartworm Test

Full Grooming Special! 
$30.00 Small | $40.00 Large

Ask About Our Special Offers 
for VPCA Members Only!

SunsetPetGrooming_QuarterPage_draft1_Layout 1  11/12/2019  7:40 AM  P
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At ArtServe, we believe art is a team sport and we’re 
determined not to let COVID-19 change that! 

During this unprecedented time, it’s more important than 
ever that “Community” be one of our guiding “Four Cs,” 
inspiring us to grow in so many new and different ways as 
we emerge from the Coronavirus pandemic together. 

“Continuity” has been reassuring in the process 
because nothing has fundamentally changed about 
ArtServe—we just look different – from our new logo to 
our new website to our new focus. With “Compassion” 
for our artists and the people who love them, we’re 
re-affirming our “Commitment” to ArtServe’s mission of 
growing our creative economy.

Our virtual event series, ArtServe Live, has become so 
popular, we’ve made it a permanent part of our new 
website, so anyone, anywhere, will always have a library 
of lively discussions, demonstrations, workshops and 
concerts to consult with for their own creative inspiration. 

There are more ways to participate with ArtServe than 
ever before. As we look to our upcoming season, we 
hope the community will join us in supporting the arts 
by becoming a member of ArtServe and by joining our 
philanthropic efforts that continue to promote vitality, 
encourage growth and expand our reach. And when it is 
safe to do so, join us in-person for events and exhibitions.

We are excited to announce our big plans for the next year: 

November/December: “Salon” featuring works by our 
talented ArtServe artists
January/February 2021: Engaging LGBTQ art, in 
partnership with the Stonewall Museum
March/April 2021: Changing Landscapes, an annual 
exhibition promoting environmental awareness and 
sustainable practices and exploring threats to local and 
global environments
May/June 2021: LatinX “Expressions of Belonging” focusing 
on gender and racial differences in the Latin community
July/August 2021: “Pixel Evolution,” an inside look at the 
significance of new digital and technology-based art 
with works created through digital art forms
September/October 2021: “Theory of Identity” with works 
focusing on gender, culture, age, sexual ID and race 
through autobiographical works about individuality
November 2021: “Beyond the Watch” celebrating 
traditional art and media through presentation of works 
in oil, acrylic, watercolor and mixed media, and also 
handmade, such as the use of fiber and textiles with 
natural and synthetic material
December 2021: ArtServe members and resident artist 
exhibition

For more information, visit ArtServe.org.

FINDING THE COVID SILVER LINING
By Jason R. Hughes, Executive Director - ArtServe, Inc.

In her role as Treasurer, Roya will ensure accurate 
record keeping of VPCA financials and filing of 
required tax forms. In addition, she will collaborate with 
other VPCA team members on membership payments, 
event expenses, and overall budget. 

Roya’s success comes primarily from many years in the 
private sector with positions as Chief Operating Officer 
and Chief Financial Officer providing financial and 
operating solutions to multi-million-dollar companies.  
As CFO of a large Dental Practice Management 
Company from 2000-2009, Ms. Baxter spearheaded the 
financial development of over 40 practices, doubling 
revenues in ten years to $55 million. Ms. Baxter began 
acquiring small accounting and CPA firms in late 2011.  
Her vision for BGM Certified Public Accountants (BGM) 
is to more closely tie tax planning, cash management, 
and budgetary disciplines that are the hallmarks of 
success for any firm, regardless of size.  A graduate 
of Florida Atlantic University and a Certified Public 
Accountant, Ms. Baxter offers a host of “Virtual CFO” 

services to clients that include 
financial analysis, budgeting, 
projections, risk management, 
and contract/bank negotiations.  
These services allow clients to 
engage BGM not only for tax 
and accounting matters, but 
all areas of financial and cash 
management.  Roya served as 
the Treasurer for one year and 
as a member of the Board of Directors of The Greater 
Fort Lauderdale Chamber of Commerce for a few 
years.  Currently, she is on the Board of Directors and an 
active member of The Tower Club. Additionally, Roya 
is a member of Riverwalk which is an important entity 
supporting the downtown community.

VPCA NAMES ROYA F. BAXTER, CPA AS TREASURER

The VPCA Board and Chairs extend their deepest 
gratitude to Joseph Evancho, outgoing VPCA Treasurer, 
for his years of service to VPCA. We appreciate the time 
and dedication to our community.

https://artserve.org/


Greetings from Richard Van Berkel, the new Traffic 
Committee Chair. This article is first of what I anticipate 
will be a monthly update on traffic activities within 
Victoria Park. There are a considerable number of 
projects that are affecting our roads. While most of 
these projects are utility related, they impact our 
ability to navigate through our neighborhood. I 
am establishing relations with both the City of Fort 
Lauderdale Transportation and Mobility Department 
as well as the FDOT Broward County offices. It was 
interesting for me to learn that all our streets are under 
the control and management of FDOT Broward County, 
and not the City of Fort Lauderdale. All projects that 
affect our roads require input and monitoring not only 
by the Traffic Committee, but the Utilities, Planning/
Zoning, and Aesthetics Committees.

The current and most invasive project is the Redundant 
Sewer Force Main Project. Updates can be found at: 
https://bit.ly/2FumbNI. Anyone traveling on 6th Street 
and now on 15th Avenue knows that navigating is 
like being in a maze. The City and County Notices/
Updates are being posted on the VPCA Facebook 
page as soon as we receive them, but sadly sometimes 
without much time before work starts and/or before 
older portions of the project are not complete. It has 
been a difficult time for everyone and hopefully will be 
completed in early 2021. We received a good update 
from David Mancini at the October Meeting.

Two 2021 
projects will 
have little road/
traffic impact 
for Victoria Park, 
but will offer 
opportunities 
to relax, be 
entertained, 
and learn 
about Fort 
Lauderdale’s 
history. The first 
is the Henry 
E. Kinney 
Rehabilitation and Tunnel Extension for a Pedestrian 
Park on Las Olas downtown. See our VPCA Facebook 
for my brief write-up including links about the project 
and the October virtual meeting. The second is the 
LauderTrail presented at an October virtual meeting. 
It will be a continuous and comprehensive network 
with seven miles of connected urban trail facilities for 
practical and recreational use. For more information 
visit: www.fortlauderdale.gov/laudertrail.

We are so excited to announce 
our new partnership with Livingston 
Landscapes and Design!

Dag Wright is the owner and 
has all the knowledge and 
experience that any property 
owner or manager would need 
from a specialized caretaker 
and caregiver. As we continue 
to execute our aesthetics plans, 
it’s important for us to have a 
concierge-type service for our beautiful entrances, 
gateways, roundabouts, and medians. We are most 
fortunate to have these experts. Please join us in 
welcoming Dag Wright and his “can-do” attitude to 
our civic family and look forward to the care of our 
ecological areas for the enjoyment of our members 
and community at large. 

As a commitment to our new partnership, Dag and his 
team are offering 20% off of the initial month of service 
for new maintenance clients to all VPCA members! 

Estimates are FREE!

Company Contact:
https://livingstonlandscapes.com/
info@livingstonlandscapes.com
Broward: 954-523-4711 OR Palm Beach: 561-210-5610

VPCA TRAFFICSHOUTOUT TO OUR 
NEW LANDSCAPER

Keeping our Victoria 
Park entrances 
looking pristine is 
accomplished by 
sponsorships. As 
a thank you, your 
company name will 
appear on a sign 
located at one of the 

Victoria Park entrances and be rotated once a month. 
Limited sponsorships are available.

Email president@vpca.org to find out about pricing 
and details of the program.

HELP KEEP OUR 
ENTRANCES 
LOOKING PRISTINE!
BECOME A SPONSOR!
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Handprint Tree
Supplies to make a Handprint Tree
Here are the simple supplies you’ll need to 
make your autumn handprint tree:
• Cardstock – brown, yellow, red and orange
• Paper Towel Roll
• Glue Stick
• Tape
• Paper Plate
• Green Paint
• Pinecones and sticks for decoration

Steps to Make Your Fall Handprint Tree
1. First paint your 

paper plate 
green and set 
aside to dry.

2. Cut slits in the 
bottom of the 
paper towel 
roll and tape 
to your paper 
plate.

3. Then trace 
your hand 
and arm on 
the brown 
cardstock so 
that the “trunk” of the tree is long enough to 
cover the paper towel roll.

4. Glue your handprint “trunk” to your paper 
towel roll.

5. Now trace regular handprints with your 
orange, yellow and red cardstock. You’ll need 
5 handprints (1 for each finger) so you can 
choose which colors gets traced twice. We did 
orange, red, yellow, orange, and red.

6. Now you can glue your handprints to your tree! 
Add one to each finger.

7. To cover the tape at the bottom, add some 
pinecones and sticks for decoration. Glue 
these down if you want them to be permanent. 
You may need to use hot glue if you want them 
to stay permanently. Have adults do this part or 
use cold hot glue that is rated safe for kids.

 
Word Search Puzzle created at www.puzzle-maker.com

Word Search Puzzle
The words or names that are used in the puzzle: 

Christmas
Christmas Tree
December
gobble

Hanukkah
holidays
menorah
New Year

November
stuffing
Thanksgiving
turkey

Kid’s Corner Joke
Q: How do leaves travel from town to town?

A: With autumn-mobiles.

P G N I V I G S K N A H T J E

L V R A E Y W E N F V P R Q S

Z S T U F F I N G Y E K R U T

O A G G C I E J G X S D Z N D

W O R H X H R E S G S T O T E

G G N G H B R Y P G M V D I C

K R Z E V A A I K K E N E X E

L G G G Z D K K S M M L J B M

Y O A X I R X K B T B G C V B

W S Y L Q P A E U B M T M M E

Z Q O U B U R S O N X A A C R

R H U X N E X G X P A T S Q U

P V W E I Q G D O Z C H O G G

O S E E R T S A M T S I R H C

F Y G R T B H A R O N E M V I

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0086XIAU0/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=lifisalul-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=B0086XIAU0&linkId=b1542e87fb6b985ddf40ef6ad3fb175e
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B001E69WBW/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=lifisalul-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=B001E69WBW&linkId=ef622781ed5a1f921dda7490e9f9717c
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0000DH8HQ/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=lifisalul-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=B0000DH8HQ&linkId=cd1a6217f4051fecf20b80a66478f185
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00P2XTTS4/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=lifisalul-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=B00P2XTTS4&linkId=3019f737e9fb6fc61359c3557247d3c4
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00006IBP7/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=lifisalul-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=B00006IBP7&linkId=cdcb4c27383a0380e893b6c99091c9b6
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B004IXN0T8/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=lifisalul-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=B004IXN0T8&linkId=efe5d54792572ae8bbeb3b2769321217
https://www.puzzle-maker.com
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(954) 825-0155
FtLauderdale-239.ComfortKeepers.com

Owned by Ft. Lauderdale natives, David and Cindy Mahoney
AHCA #299993921

© 2020 CK Franchising, Inc. Most offices independently owned and operated.  0920

When uplifting 
stay-at-home care 
is needed most
At Comfort Keepers®, we 
provide in-home care that 
helps seniors live safe, 
happy, and independent 
lives in the comfort of their 
own homes.

In-Home Care Services
• Personal care

• Companionship

• Grocery shopping

• Light housekeeping

• Medication management 

• Meal preparation

• Dementia and 
Alzheimer’s care

• Respite care

In her role as Events Chair, Ana will provide 
organizational process assistance as needed for 
the events the VPCA committees are providing to 
the neighborhood. She will provide direction on 
orchestrating the overall production and guidance to 
volunteers and will serve as the spokesperson for the 
entire group by articulating the goals and progress of 
the event and providing event evaluation to the VPCA 
executive members.  

Ana Vento, President and Executive Producer of Events 
by Vento Designs, launched her Fort Lauderdale based 
company over 10 years ago and services clients in Fort 
Lauderdale, Miami, and Palm Beach County. Born in 
Cuba, her multicultural background has been a plus in 
her career when working with Spanish speaking clients. 

Ana’s extraordinary relentless drive, attention to detail 
and ability to think out of the box, has earned her the 
respect from her clients. She takes pride in providing 
luxurious event planning for all price ranges and within 
budget and aims to ensure each event is flawless. She is 
passionate about her business and personally oversees 
the creative strategy and execution of every project. 
With a diverse group of special event clients, from the 

high-caliber scale production to 
the most exclusive private events, 
she has found that the success of 
planning events is in listening to 
the client’s request, which results 
in producing unique events.

Ana loves living in Victoria Park 
and working in Fort Lauderdale. 
Even though she has a full 
schedule planning weddings, social events, charitable 
events, corporate events and more, she sets an example 
by promoting philanthropy and is focused on enhancing 
the value of giving. Ana strongly believes that when 
you give, you will always receive. She volunteers her 
time and resources to local charities such as A Prom To 
Remember, Leukemia Lymphoma, to name a few.  Her 
efforts have been recognized in the community by The 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society as the 2011 Woman of 
the Year and The Boys & Girls Club of Broward County as 
“1 of the 100 Outstanding Women” to name a few.

Whether she is throwing big events or raising big dollars 
to support core missions, Ana puts her heart and soul 
into everything she does!

VPCA NAMES ANA VENTO AS EVENTS CHAIR
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Sweet Potato Poutine   Courtesy foodnetwork.com

Level: Easy, Total Time: 30 min, Yield: 6-8 servings

INGREDIENTS
• One 20-ounce bag frozen sweet potato fries
• 1/3 cup packed light brown sugar
• 4 tablespoons (1/2 stick) unsalted butter
• 1 tablespoon heavy cream
• 3/4 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
• Kosher salt
• 2 tablespoons granulated sugar
• 1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
• 1/2 cup mini marshmallows

DIRECTIONS
1. Prepare the fries according to the package directions. 

Keep the oven on after they are done baking.

2. Meanwhile, combine the brown sugar, butter, cream, 
vanilla and 1/2 teaspoon salt in a medium saucepan. Bring to a boil, stirring to dissolve the 
sugar. Once the sauce comes to a full and rolling boil, cook for 1 minute more. Remove from the 
heat and keep the sauce warm. 

3. Whisk together the granulated sugar and cinnamon in a large bowl. Toss the hot baked fries in 
the cinnamon sugar until evenly coated. Pile them into an 8- to 9-inch heatproof serving dish 
and scatter the marshmallows over the top. Put the serving dish on a baking sheet and return 
to the oven. Bake until the marshmallows soften and just start to brown on top, about 5 minutes. 
Drizzle with the warm brown sugar sauce before serving.

RECIPE OF THE MONTH
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EVENTS

December General Meeting
December 2nd at 7-8pm
Visit vpca.org to register

January General Meeting
January 6th at 7-8pm
Visit vpca.org to register

NOTE: All VPCA Monthly General 
Meetings will be held virtually via 
Zoom until otherwise noted.

November 16th at 5pm 
Book Selection:  
Squeeze Me by Carl Hiaasen
For more information, contact  
secretary@vpca.org

VPCA Bike Ride
November 14th at 9:30am
Meeting Location: Holiday Park  
by Basketball Courts
Ride Concludes at Ann’s Florist Coffee Bar  
on Las Olas
More information, contact VPCA  
Social Chair at social@vpca.org

VPCA Book Club
November 16th at 5pm 
Book Selection: 
Squeeze Me by Carl Hiaasen
For more information, contact secretary@vpca.org

https://www.foodnetwork.com/
https://vpca.org/
https://vpca.org/
mailto:social%40vpca.org?subject=
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®

$200 OFF
YOUR ORDER!*

*Limit one offer per household. Must  
purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Shelves.  

EXP 8/31/20.

Schedule your complimentary  
design consultation!

(954) 737-1679
  shelfgenie.com

CUSTOM DESIGNED GLIDE-OUT SHELVES INSTALLED  
IN YOUR EXISTING CABINETS AND PANTRY.

NEW ENGLAND SEAFOOD
FT. LAUDERDALE

 SUNDAY Fall-off-the bone BBQ BABY BACK RIBS!
  Full Rack $18; Half Rack $12
 MONDAY Florida Twin Tail [Year-Round] $25
  or Stone Carb Med. 1 lb. [Seasonal] $25
 TUESDAY Twin Maine Lobster $25
  2 lb. Maine Lobster $30
  Triple Maine Lobster Tails $25
 WEDNESDAY King Crab $25
 THURSDAY Triple Maine Lobster Tails $25

Specials are eat-in only. Available while they last.  •  All above specials include one side.

954-760-7009
Hours: 11 am - 9 pm Daily
954-760-7009

1305 SE 17th Street, Fort Lauderdale
Corner of Cordova Rd. & SE 16th Street - Across from Winn Dixie

www. KellysLanding.com

5

i l d id

LobsterEggs Benedict

NOW SERVINGLobsterEggs BenedictSaturday & Sunday11 am - 2 pm
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Pet Corner  
Top Five Puppy Training Tips  By Victoria Schade

You’ve just brought home a new puppy and you want 
to make sure to do everything right. But there’s so much 
that goes into raising a healthy, happy pup that knowing 
where to start can feel impossible!

Here are some simple puppy training tips that will 
streamline the process and help you and your new best 
friend start off your relationship on the right paw.

Potty Training + Treats = Success
When you head outside to take your pup for a potty 
break, don’t forget the treats! Make sure you have a 
special type of treat that’s really tasty and only reserved 
only for training, like freeze-dried treats.

Praising your dog for pottying in the right spot is helpful, but 
giving them a tasty morsel right after they finish teaches them 
that when they do their business outside, they get paid.

But don’t wait until you get back in the house to hand over 
the treat. Give your pup a chance to finish going potty, then 
give them the treat immediately so they make the connection 
between going outside the house and getting the reward.

Pair Grooming Tasks With Treats
Dogs need to be comfortable with a variety of handling 
throughout their lives, like during nail trims, ear exams, and 
basic grooming.

The best way to help dogs happily tolerate body handling 
is making it seem like a game during puppyhood.

You can teach your pup that basic grooming tasks aren’t 
scary by pairing them with treats. For example, gently 
examine your pup’s paw and nails for a moment, then 
immediately follow up with a treat.

Or lift their ear and briefly rub the inside, then hand over 
a treat. In time, your puppy will understand that handling 
can be fun.

Keep Your Puppy Busy With the Right Toys
Your new puppy has a curious and busy mouth, and the 
best way to keep them from destroying your shoes (and 
keep them safe at the same time) is to provide them with 
a variety of rotating toys and chews.

However, it’s important to pick the right sorts of toys. Plush 
squeaky toys are cute, but they won’t keep your pup busy 
for longer than a few minutes. Firm rubber toys that can 
be stuffed with goodies like peanut butter or dog biscuits 
are a better choice to keep your puppy happily focused.

You can challenge your pup by swapping out her busy 
toys for new ones every few weeks.

Socialization Makes a Difference
In order to develop into happy and confident adult 
dogs, puppies need ongoing socialization, or positive 

introductions to novel people, places, sounds, and 
environments before they reach 16 weeks old.

Gentle, puppy-directed socialization helps puppies 
learn to feel confident in new situations and enables 
them to develop into well-adjusted adult dogs. A puppy 
kindergarten class is a great start.

You can also do “continuing education” with your pup 
at friends’ homes and on quick errands to help round out 
your puppy’s social life.

Make sure your pups are dewormed and up to date on 
their appropriate vaccines prior to socialization or  being 
introduced to new environments. 

Keep It Positive
Being a new puppy parent can be frustrating. From the 
nonstop nips to the accidental puddles, it’s easy to feel 
overwhelmed by raising your new best friend.

But no matter how tough it gets, remember that your puppy 
is just a baby that’s learning how to fit into the human world.

Puppies don’t arrive knowing what not to chew and where 
to potty, so using outdated training techniques like squeezing 
their muzzle shut if they nip or pushing their face if they soil the 
rug will do nothing but damage your relationship.

Keeping your relationship positive, from the way you 
interact every day to the puppy training methodology you 
use, will foster a happy partnership and lifelong bond.

Courtesy of  www.petmd.com

https://www.petmd.com/dog/care/get-right-puppy-teething-toys-each-puppy-stage
https://www.petmd.com/dog/puppycenter/communication/evr_dg_why_is_puppy_socialization_important
https://www.petmd.com/
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MINUTE BY MINUTE By Rebecca Kendig-Rohrbach, Secretary

Minutes of October 7, 2020
General Membership Meeting
It’s only one hour...on the first Wednesday of every month!
(except August when no meeting is held)

Vice President Catherine Maus Opened the Meeting at 
7:00pm ET

Catherine explained raffle guidelines and opened 
raffle for submissions.

Welcome to new members - Pooja and family & Roya!

Motion to approve last month’s meeting minutes – 
Approved
Please note the previous month’s meeting minutes are sent 
via email with the meeting reminder and meeting agenda. 

Welcome our new Traffic Chair: Richard Van Berkel

Presenters:

Fort Lauderdale Police Update: Catherine Maus 
Reported
Summary of cases: Auto Thefts – 2, Burglary Residence – 2, 
Burglary Business – 1, Auto Burglaries – 13 (12 were during 
overnight hours & patrol officers were able to arrest two 
suspects in one of the burglaries – 7 were unlocked doors), 
Robberies – 3 

Please lock your vehicle doors and do not leave keys or 
key fobs in vehicles. And no valuables. 

Code Enforcement: Paulette DelGrosso
As of this week, the code department schedule has 
changed to (4) 10-hour days working Monday to 
Thursday from 6:30am to 5:30pm. There will be officers 
to respond on Paulette’s days off. Paulette believes the 
schedule change is a great improvement to increase the 
quality of work she is providing since she can start early 
enough to avoid traffic. She can touch more within the 
neighborhood, including sign pick up, and can devote 
more time to new cases.  

Questions:
1. What is the timeline for updates to the Holiday Park 

playground? Holiday Park playground is one of the 
priorities in the city and is supposed to be replaced. 
City is in process of getting the park bond reviewed 
which is a matter of years not months since it is not the 
only playground. 

2. Regarding unleashed dogs in Holiday Park - please advise 
who residents should report to. Unleashed dogs can be 
reported to a park ranger or via phone to 954-828-4634.

3. Are you able to provide what hours park staff is present 
in Holiday Park? Park staff is present from 6:30am to 

3pm, 7 days a week and park rangers there until 11pm.
4. What actions are being taken to assist the homeless 

population in Holiday Park? If you have concerns about 
safety when you encounter homeless individuals, contact 
police and/or ranger. As with any public space, you 
cannot expect homeless individuals to move along just 
because you are there. Be aware and vigilant about who 
is around you. 

5. Please explain the code related to the storage of 
garbage cans, specifically on non-pickup days. 
Yes, there is an ordinance about trash cans, and it is 
compliant driven and not daily monitored. Cans are 
supposed to be pulled in behind the building line but can 
be in view - on side of building or in carport. If you have 
concerns, please contact Paulette so she can address 
them on a case by case basis. 

Downtown Development Authority (DDA): Jenni 
Morejon, President & CEO and Elizabeth Van Zandt, 
Executive Vice President

The DDA is a separate taxing district shown in yellow in above 
image but the organization advocates for a larger region 
(shown in blue). The area has grown tremendously over the 
last few years, more rapidly than the areas around downtown 
or the county.  The DDA has been tracking metrics for the 
last few years and found that the annual economic impact 
is nearly 29 billion a year which supports over 195,000 jobs. 
The downtown area is a great place to live, visit, and be 
entertained but is also an economic engine for our region.

The goals for the DDA include facilitate investment, 
enhance the public realm (streets, parks, sidewalks), and 
engage the community

Continued on page 28
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MINUTE BY MINUTE   Continued from page 27

Projects:
Federal courthouse (Broward Boulevard): Structure is 
outdated with security and operational efficiency. The DDA 
has been working with the Federal Government for 10 years 
to get funding identified and approved by congress. 

City / County Government project: City Halls are no longer 
functioning for innovative government and the buildings 
are outdated. Several years ago, one board member 
pushed forward an idea to have a unified campus for City 
and County government. Two commissions are in process 
of working through design criteria. Near Broward Boulevard 
at NW 2nd St and Andrews Avenue (where the county bus 
terminal is) has been identified as site of new building.

Andrews Avenue & Broward Boulevard intersection is the 
focus area of the DDA, City, and County in order to look at 
how we can transform Andrews Avenue and 3rd Avenue as 
key roadways through the core of downtown with right of 
ways servicing all users. 

Urban acupuncture: make high impact, quick turnaround 
modifications, which is typically artistic impact such as 
murals on parking garages, sidewalks, and fences. 

Major overhaul of roadways: 2nd Avenue at Broward Boulevard 
to Himmarshee district, 750,000 federal grant money was 
received, and the transformation of that area included curb less 
sidewalks, safety streetscapes, trees, and lighting.

Over the summer, the DDA had two virtual interns that 
canvased over 25 miles of streets in downtown and 
inventoried the positive and negative aspects to formulate 
publishable data so residents can add input. Access will 
be available online soon and will assist in prioritizing where 
funding should go to improve streetscapes. 

One of biggest priorities for the DDA is moving forward with 
Huizinga plaza with a reimagined scape to create a more 
usable space outside of just larger events. 

The DDA team has been reaching out to all civic 
associations to be more regular participants in meetings 
and invited all to attend DDA meetings. More information 
can be found at: www.ddaftl.org.

Fort Lauderdale Parks & Recreation: Enrique Sanchez, 
Deputy Director
Parks Bond: A Parks program manager is assigned that will 
handle public engagement and outreach plus manage design 
and construction. There is a timeline put together to wrap 
up parks bond within next 5 years. Over the next few months 
(goal is January), there will be public virtual rooms that will give 
opportunities to the public to give comments on design, etc.

The parks bond was created on a master plan for 5 years 
and identified what is needed to grow the park system and 
reinvest in existing assets and then commission identified 
four signature projects in each district with Holiday Park 

as one of the four. Three others are Carter, Lockhart, and 
Tunnel Top (Kinney Tunnel).

Before the parks bond was passed, $600,000 in grant money 
was set aside to replace Holiday Park children’s playground and 
prospective designs were presented to VPCA about two years 
ago. Once the bond passed, VPCA asked Parks & Recreation 
to hold back and include the Holiday Park playground as 
part of the bond due to the scope of improvements we were 
requesting. The Holiday Park playground is our neighborhood 
but also categorized as a regional playground due to size and 
amenities available. There is no timeline with specific dates at 
the time of this meeting.  

Parks and Recreation will be doing a call out to individuals 
in fitness and health fields to facilitate outdoor classes at 
Holiday Park to encourage resident to be outdoors. Goal 
is to hold fitness classes with social distancing guidelines in 
larger open areas of the park. 

Questions:
1. Are there plans for surveillance cameras in Holiday Park? 

As the parks are being redeveloped, cameras are being 
considered but nothing is set in stone at this point. There 
will be an opportunity for public input at end of January 
to look at conceptual thoughts based on master plan. 

2. When will the playground be open? The playground is 
open at holiday park. Some equipment is closed due to 
age and safety but otherwise open. 

Visit the VPCA Facebook page for information on the 
recent presentation regarding the refurbish of Kinney 
Tunnel and Tunnel Top Park.

Some residents feel the playground is dangerous not and 
there needs to be plans to protect kids and reduce injury. 
Parks and Recreation have playground safety inspections 
but if residents see something, please report it to 954-828-
8000, customer service line is available 24/7. Can also report 
through LauderServe app, which manages all City issues. 

Guests: Vice Mayor Steven Glassman
• The Public Works projects are going well, both water and 

sewer. 
• The downtown master plan will be up at the next 

commission meeting and moving forward with what VPCA 
requested for transition zones, specific to NE 7th Avenue. 

• The vacation rental at 1210 NE 4th Street was fined by 
magistrate and the owners indicate they will be leasing 
to a long-term tenant.

• The census has been extended this month and please 
encourage others to complete. 

• Early voting begins on October 19th and runs to 
November 1st, daily from 7am to 7pm. Election day is 
November 3rd. If you are voting by mail-in ballot, please 
get your ballot in early whether using postal service or a 
drop off location.

http://www.ddaftl.org


• The City is chlorinating water from October 16th to 
November 6th if you notice anything different. 

• Looking forward to participating in the VPCA Halloween 
Parade on October 31st as Vampire Steve.

• There have been some changes to the transportation 
and mobility department. The agreement with MPO has 
been canceled over conflicts that the county said we 
have. Restaffing money was approved at last evening’s 
meeting to hire staff lost with MPO. 

• Streetscape improvements are happening, and the 
commission is accepting One Stop Shop proposals to 
get the balling rolling for Flagger Village.  

President Updates: 
Motion to rehabilitate intersection (elimination of painted 
mural in median) of NE 14th Ave, N of 6th Street – Approved 

Committees Chairs Updates: 

TRAFFIC: Richard Van Berkel
Pleased to see vote about the mural. There is another one 
located at 14th and 8th and Richard will contact the city that 
it needs to be done. Encouraged members to report any 
concerns regarding street signs, road signs, speed hump signs 
or anything in roadway to traffic@vpca.org and Richard will 
coordinate and follow up. Recorded sign down at 6th and 
7th (needs replaced) and 11th and 6th (not replaced until 
next January based on construction services).

PLANNING/ZONING: Catherine Maus
Character area of NE 7th Ave – version of the downtown 
master plan approved by zoning board including the 
change to that character area that will require proposed 
structures to be smaller or go to a public hearing, which 
allows for our input. 

City conducted a historical survey and identified one 
historical area, Victoria Courts - from 7th Street North on 
NE 17th Avenue where there are small cottages on either 
side. Additionally, 56 individual homes were identified 
that show qualifications for historic designation. No 
plans to do anything at this time other than maintain as 
information and any future proposed action would include 
consultation with homeowners and public hearings. 

UTILITIES: Sandy Leiper, Chair & David Mancini, Project 
Manager for David Mancini & Sons 
David Mancini: Once 
drill is complete, 
rig will be turned 
at 6th Street and 
turned west from 
15th Avenue to 11th 
Avenue, which is the 
last directional drill of 
his portion of project. 
Will be on schedule 
to start pulling pipe 
by Monday at the 
latest. There is other 
work slated under 

this project – a 16-inch stretch on 11th Avenue that will take 
a week that goes from 11th Avenue and 6th Street to 11th 
Avenue and 5th Street.

Contract deadline for project completion is May but will 
be out of Victoria Park sooner. Much of the intrusive work 
will be completed by January 1st and punch items after to 
include fixing irrigation, pavers, landscaping, etc. Please 
contact David Mancini, 754-264-9594 with any concerns 
related to this project.  

Sandy Leiper: Murphy’s water project is almost complete 
with just tie ins and hydrants left. Around end of October/
start of November, they will start with road resurfacing. 
Patches in our neighborhood are temporary so when they 
come back, they will be milling and overlaying. Beautiful 
roads once water and sewer projects done. 

AESTHETICS: Nick Caporella, Jr.
Welcome to our new landscaping partner – Dag Wright, 
Livingston Landscapes! Major survey of all common areas 
has been completed and moved ahead with project items 
in collaboration with new landscapers. 

• Sponsors – three spaces left and thank you to the new 
and renewing sponsors.

• Ambassadors – Thank you to Karl for his detailed 
ambassador reports. Still seeking volunteers to serve as 
ambassadors for 6th St near Winn Dixie, North Victoria 
Park Road, and 20th Avenue.

• Insurance check for Progresso Parkway has been 
received to replace the lighting from March vehicle 
incident. Lights may be on order already. 

• Dag has started working on common areas so you may 
notice some changes. 

COMMUNICATIONS: Rebecca Kendig Rohrbach
No updates

MEMBERSHIP: Kip Reynolds
Working on membership drive for upcoming year

HALLOWEEN EVENT: Nicolette Hagey
Upcoming Halloween event. Please visit VPCA.org for 
information - parade route, times, and participating 
restaurants. If you’re interested in volunteering or 
participating, contact children@vpca.org. 

RAFFLE!  WHO WON? Congratulations, Richard!

Outstanding question: There are signs in Victoria Park on 
land that say eco containers are going to be built here. 
Is this been approved, and will this devalue are homes? 
Catherine requested resident who posed question to email 
her at planned@vpca.org to investigate an answer. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00PM

Next Meeting:  November 4th, 2020 – 7pm to 8pm

*NOTE: Details contained within these meeting minutes are accurate as of the 
date of this meeting. Specifics with respect to improvement project timelines 
and details may have changed after the official documentation of these 
minutes. If you believe there may be an error, please email vpnews@vpca.org. 
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VPCA MEMBER DISCOUNTS 
Thank you to our local business community for your discounts and exclusive 

special offers to our Victoria Park Civic Association members!

VPCA Members receive valuable discounts and special offers from our local business community. Featured below are local business community 
members who offer discounts and special offers  to VPCA members! Just present your VPCA membership card and start saving!

ANGLER LAWN & LANDSCAPE, INC. 
2501 N. Federal Hwy.
954.448.6394
anglerlawn.com 

ANN’S FLORIST WINE BAR & CAFÉ 
1001 E. Las Olas Blvd. 
954.761.3334 
annsfloristlasolas.com 
10% off floral orders 

BIG LOUIE’S PIZZERIA
1990 E. Sunrise Blvd. 
954.467.1166 
biglouiesfortlauderdale.com 
$5 off order of $35+ 
(at this location only) 

BIG WHEEL CYCLES 
1001 E. Sunrise Blvd. 
954.523.2453 
bigwheelcycle.com
10% off any accessories 

BROWARD SIGNS 
525 E. State Rd. 84 
954.320.9903
browardsigns.com 
10% off any vinyl signage 

CAFFÉ EUROPA 
910 E. Las Olas Blvd. 
954.763.6600
caffeeuropalasolas.com
Complimentary cappuccino with entree 

COOKIES BY DESIGN 
1141 N. Federal Hwy 
954.565.8522
cookiesbydesign.com
15% off

CORE CONTOUR
2358 N Federal Highway
954-530-4780
www.corecontour.com
2 free classes; 20% off 3-month unlimited (reg. 
$299/month) & 1 month unlimited ($249/month)

DOWNTOWN CHIROPRACTIC CENTER
1601 E. Broward Blvd. 
954.463.1166
fortlauderdalechiro.com
$99 first visit; 45-minute consult ($250 value. Some 
exclusions apply.

DREW’S BEACH BOOT CAMP 
700-790 S Fort Lauderdale Beach Blvd (near lifeguard 
stand #3)
AndrewKuecher@gmail.com
330.401.7580
Receive One Complimentary Bootcamp

DR. PATTY’S DENTAL BOUTIQUE AND SPA 
646 N. Federal Highway  
954.524.2300
drpattydental.com
Discount to VPCA members only - $49 New Client 
Special includes exam and Xray and 10%

FRIENDSHIP CAFE & FALAFEL
1306 E. Las Olas Blvd. 
954.999.9676
friendshipcafefl.org
10% off 

GRAN FORNO BAKERY 
1235 E. Las Olas Blvd.
954.467.2244
granforno.com
10% off order

JADE OCEAN CLEANERS 
608 N. Federal Hwy.
954.462.6677
jadeoceancleaners.com 
10% off dry cleaning services

JASPER KANE VINTAGE FURNITURE & DÉCOR
4361 N. Dixie Hwy. 
954.440.4866
etsy.com/shop/JasperKane
15% off all merchandise 

JENNY CRAIG 
100 N. Federal Hwy., Ste. C1 954.462.2651
jennycraig.com 
New members only: free 30 day membership, not 
valid with other promotions (restrictions may apply) 

LAS OLAS CHABAD JEWISH CENTER
1302 E. Las Olas Blvd. 
954.780.6770
jewishfll.com 
10% off all merchandise 

LEVEL REALTY LLC 
3101 Federal Highway, Suite 400
954-773-4353

LUIGIS COAL OVEN PIZZA 
1415 E. Las Olas Blvd. 
954.990.8647
luigiscoalovenpizza.com
$5 off bill of $30+, dine-in only 

MATHNASIUM 
2990 N. Federal Hwy.
954.947.3434
Fortlauderdale@mathnasium.com
One assessment and two weeks of math tutoring for 
$99 

MATTHEW PARKES SALON 
420 SE 6th Ave. (in Echo Salon) 954.918.0797 
matthewparkessalon.com 
New clients: FREE cut with color service.

MONSTER SUBS 
1978 E. Sunrise Blvd.
954.463.7997
10% off any order, including platters

MONIQUE MATHIEU, LLC
729 NE 17th Terrace
954-257-4028
10% off any Face Mask Package,  
Discount Code = vp10fm

O-B HOUSE 
333 Himmarshee St. 
954.530.7520 | o- bhouse.com 
Free cupcake with lunch M-F 

OFFSHORE POOLS 
12717 W. Sunrise Blvd.
954.980.1910 
New clients: third month FREE 

OPTICAL SPECTRUM 
2424 East Las Olas Blvd
954-801-4937
swinslow@premierestateproperties.com 
$100 gi- certificate toward any full pair of prescription 
eyeglasses, clear or sunwear 

PEAK PERFORMANCE PHYSICAL THERAPY
634 N. Federal Hwy. 
954.302.7717
peakperformance.rehab
Ask about our free ‘discovery visit’ for VPCA members 

PREMIER ESTATE PROPERTIES 
2424 E. Las Olas Blvd.
954.801.4937
swinslow@premierestateproperties.com 
Scott Winslow - Estate Agent is offering $2500 off 
closing cost on a purchase or sale for Victoria Park 
members only 

PURE BARRE FORT LAUDERDALE 
2408 N. Federal Hwy.
954.566.2202 
purebarre.com/location/fort-lauderdale-fl 
Ask for VPCA member special offer! 

SERAFINA RESTAURANT 
926 NE 20th Ave. 
954.850.9959
serabythewater.com 
$10 off dinner for two 

SHOE DOCTOR 
1930 E. Sunrise Blvd. 
954.769.1160
bestshoedoctor.com
10% off any service and/or product

SIP JAVA CO. 
638 N. Federal Hwy.
954.990.5597
sipjavaco.com
10% off coffee drink 

SUAN THAI & JAPANESE RESTAURANT
290 N. Federal Hwy.
954.870.6169
suanrestaurant.com
10% offcheck, dine-in only

SUNSET PET GROOMING 
& BOUTIQUE
929 N. Federal Hwy. 
954.525.6988
sunsetpetgrooming.com
10% off grooming for VPCA members

THE MINDFULNESS METHOD, LLC
1007 N. Federal Hwy., #1008
954.232.8422
Ask for our special offer for VPCA members. 

THE WINDOW GUY WINDOW CLEANING
1851 SW 25 St., Unit 3
954.588.4034
15% off all services 

TROPICAL CAFÉ 
915 N. Federal Hwy.
954.828.1234
$1.00 off any Sandwich/Lunch

UPLOAD FITNESS 
928 N. Federal Hwy. 
954.617.6468
uploadfitness.com
FREE 30-day all-inclusive membership for Victoria 
Park residents

Color listings denote VPCA Business members 
and our Ad Sponsors who provide discounts or 

special offers for our VPCA members! 

Our thanks to all of you for your participation 
and for support of VPCA!
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YOUR VICTORIA PARK EXPERTY

Call anytime!
May I help you?

Direct line:
954.270.5959

VICTORIA
PARK

SINGLE FAMILY
BLOCK

5/4

 CUSTOM POOL

2 CAR GARAGE

$1,349,000

M Y   L I S T I N G S   S E L L

S.MARK Graphics
500 NE 9th Avenue
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301

954.523.1980

*********ECRWSSEDDM***

  Residential Customer

2830
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